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Research to Action Grants Pilot Program 

Purpose of Research to Action Grants  
Smalls grants, available to teams of Doris Duke fellows and policy or practice partners, will support 
applied research projects that address a specific policy or practice challenge.  
 

Rationale 
Doris Duke fellows are ambassadors of child well-being and champions of the importance of policy-
oriented research and interdisciplinary collaborations. They inspire those around them and create 
change in academic departments, policy-focused organizations, and clinical settings. The Research to 
Action Grants pilot program is an opportunity to leverage the impact that fellows are already having on 
the child well-being field and to deepen their experience in using research to resolve salient policy and 
practice challenges. 
 

Award Parameters 
This pilot effort will provide small grants for up to three teams of fellows to design and implement an 
applied research project focusing on a specific policy or practice challenge. Grants will be awarded on a 
competitive basis and are structured in the following way: 

 Three 12-month grants up to a maximum amount of $80,000 per grant would be awarded to 
individual teams of fellows.  

 For a grant to qualify for consideration it would need to meet these eligibility criteria: 
1. Engage at least two fellows from different disciplines, from any cohorts.  
2. Involve the active participation and full partnership of a non-research stakeholder (e.g., 

policy maker, practice professional).  
3. Address a specific child well-being question or issue with clear policy or practice 

implications.   
4. Utilize data that can be secured in a timely manner at the start of the 12-month award 

period. If utilizing administrative data, the proposal must address how the data will be 
accessed, IRB approval timeline, and letters of support from the relevant 
agency/organization that houses the data. If collecting original data, the proposal must 
address how the data will be collected, IRB approval timeline, and recruitment plans.  

5. Propose multiple final products that would be directed to both a research audience 
(e.g., journal article, professional presentation) AND a policy or practice audience (e.g., 
policy or practice brief, training protocol). 
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6. For applicants employed in academic institutions, preference will be given to those who 
include one or more graduate students from their institutions in their project plan. For 
those employed in policy research centers or non-profit organizations, preference will 
be given to applications that include junior-level researchers in their proposed staffing 
plan. We strongly encourage applicants to engage early career professionals from 
populations that are underrepresented in the applied research field.  

 

Required Meetings 
Successful applicants will be given one month to finalize their approach, with the grant period beginning 
on or around April 1, 2019. As part of the project launch process, representatives from each team are 
expected to attend the fellowship 2019 Mid-Year Meeting to briefly introduce their projects to the 
fellows. We anticipate that those attending the meeting will include all fellows participating in the 
project and at least one representative from the policy or practice partner organization. We will meet on 
Wednesday, Feb. 27, 2019 from approximately 10:30 AM to 12:30 PM prior to the Mid-Year meeting in 
Phoenix, AZ. During this introductory meeting we will review the grant process and provide an 
opportunity for the teams to talk among themselves about their proposed work, anticipated challenges, 
and policy implications.  
 
The fellowship staff also will facilitate bi-monthly conference calls with grantees to review progress to 
date and offer an opportunity for the teams to collaborate on problem solving and emerging 
opportunities to share their work. Teams also will be expected to attend the 2020 Mid-Year Meeting.  
 

Required Deliverables 
The Research to Action Grants pilot project is dedicated to fostering research that has a meaningful 
impact on real-time policy or practice issues. Proposals must make clear the planned deliverables that 
will be available upon completion of the research project. At the conclusion of the project period, all 
projects must produce at least one deliverable targeted to an academic audience (e.g. journal article, 
professional conference presentation) and one deliverable directed to a policy or practice audience 
(e.g., policy brief, training material, agency guidelines). 
 
In addition, each team will be required to submit a brief final report summarizing their overall efforts. 
Questions to be addressed in this report may include: 
 

 What are the policy implications and practical application of your research for your partner 
organization and what if any of these findings are relevant for comparable agencies elsewhere in 
the country? 

 Did the collaboration with your research partners yield insights that you may not have had 
conducting the research on your own?  

 Describe the general lessons learned, including those about how the partnership itself unfolded 
and affected the research. Were there any unanticipated findings? 

 What plans do you have to communicate the project outcomes to the broader fellowship 
community as well as to the broader field in which you are working? 

 Please describe any next steps you anticipate developing with your partners and how you might 
obtain additional funding to continue the partnership. 

 
Final reports will be due 30 days following the completion of the project.  
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Proposal Submission 
Proposal requirements are listed in the Research to Action Grants Proposal Requirements document. 
Proposals and supporting materials should be saved as PDF documents and emailed to 
ddfellowships@chapinhall.org by the deadline (Friday, Dec. 14, 2018). Email confirmation of receipt will 
be sent within 24 hours.  
 

Proposal Deadline 
All proposal materials will be due by 11:59PM on Friday, Dec. 14, 2018.  
 

Proposal Webinar 
A webinar will be held on Wednesday, Nov. 7, 2018 at 10:30-11:30 AM (Central Time) to review the 
pilot program’s overall purpose and eligibility criteria. Answers to any questions from potential 
applicants or their partners during or after the webinar will be posted on the fellowships website to 
ensure that all parties have access to the same information in developing their proposal.  
 

Pilot Program Timeline 
 October 19, 2018: Grant program announced and proposal information released 

 November 7, 2018: Proposal webinar 

 October 19 to December 1, 2018: Questions may be submitted and FAQs will be updated online 

 December 14, 2018: Applications due by 11:59 PM 

 January 2019: Questions may be sent to proposing team 

 February 1, 2019: Awards announced 

 February 27-March 1, 2019: Grantee representatives attend Mid-Year Meeting 

 April 1, 2019: Projects may begin 

 March 31, 2020: Projects end 

 April 30, 2020: Final report due 
 

Contact Information 
Please direct all queries about the grants to dorisdukefellowships@chapinhall.org. 
dorisdukefellowships@chapinhall.org.  

mailto:dorisdukefellowships@chapinhall.org

